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Hello Fellow MAA Members: 
 
Up close and personal with Nick Valentine. 
 
I graduated from Concordia College with a business degree.  In 1988 I took my first job with 
Alpine Tree Care in Westchester County, New York.  I started out dragging hose and within 
one year I became an IPM technician.  In 1994 I became a GF for the utility line clearing side 
of the company, called Alpine Foresters.  I was then part of an acquisition by Almstead Tree 
Care.  In October of 1995 I took a job with Lewis Tree Service to be a GF for their utility line 
clearing operation in NJ.  After two years I became the Division Manager for that area.  In 
1999 we came down to the ice storm in Maryland to assist BGE.  While that storm was going 
on, we learned that we had been successful on a bid.  Long story short, my family and I decided 
to move and start a division in Maryland.  In January of 1999 we started the Chesapeake 
Region with three employees.  Today this division employs over 300 people. 
 
I am 43 years old and am happily married to my wife Susan for 18 years.  We have two sons, 
Nicholas, 13, and Matthew, 11.  We live in Millersville, Maryland and the boys attend Severna 
Park Middle School.  One of my favorite passions is coaching the boys in lacrosse, basketball, 
and soccer.  We enjoy fishing for rockfish in the Chesapeake Bay.  We attend Faith 
Community church in Gambrills.  Susan and I enjoy teaching Sunday School and the boys are 
active in the youth group.  For the past five years I have also served as a deacon of the grounds 
for our church. 
 
I look forward to meeting you, the MAA members and getting to know more of you.  Please 
introduce yourself when you see me at an MAA or ISA function.  If you have any suggestions 
or comments please feel free to call me.  My office phone is 410-987-4815 or my cell is 443-
336-1538. 
 
In closing, I would remind you all to care actively about you and your employees when it 
comes to safety.  Safety can be as easy as ABC (Always Be Careful).  I would also challenge 
you to get more involved.  This association can only be as good as its members. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nicholas Valentine 
President 
Maryland Arborist Association, Inc. 
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Stinging Caterpillars Out in Late Summer and Fall!!! 
 
By: Stanton Gill, Extension Specialist in IPM, Central MD Research and Education Center, 
University of Maryland Extension and Professor with Montgomery College, Landscape Technology 
Program 
 
It has been an interesting season in 2008 with lots of unusual insect activity. The most unusual call we 
received was from a newspaper columnist from Cecil County who was working on a story on the stinging 
caterpillar in Kent County, which was migrating toward Cecil County. The claim was that the stinging 
caterpillar had sent a family to the hospital on Kent Island.  The culprit caterpillar was the Puss Caterpillar 
(Megalopyge opercularis). It turns out this is one of the more bothersome stinging caterpillars found in 
Maryland. We had calls about this caterpillar defoliating a large number of native holly trees on an 
individual farm in Kent County in 2007. The caterpillars are again active in 2008 feeding on American 
hollies in Kent County. 
 
Stinging Caterpillars 

Most people are used to the idea that wasps and bees can sting, but rarely think about caterpillars, which also 
sting. In the case of Lepidoptera, it is not the adult stage that causes the painful sting action, but the larval 
stages. The pain inflicted on humans is not from an ovipositor (stinger) like a bee or wasp, but rather through 
the hairs on the body of the caterpillar.  

Stinging caterpillars bear specialized nettling or urticaceous setae or spines. These structures are hollow and 
contain toxins from poison-gland cells to which they are joined. The caterpillars use these hairs as defensive 
structures for protection against predators. The sting of the caterpillar inflicted on humans is not from a 
deliberate attack, but the result of casual contact with toxin-bearing setae or spines. When brushed against, 
these structures break away, releasing toxins. In some cases, broken setae may penetrate the skin. Sometimes 
the toxins spill out and spread on the surface of the skin causing inflammation. 

Reactions to caterpillars vary from person to person, but a sting is sting. In some cases the contact causes 
itching, or burning sensations. Some people develop dermatitis, rash, lesions or pustules, inflammation, 
swelling, and numbness at or around the area of contact. In extreme cases a person can have a reaction with 
fever and nausea and intense pain. The type of reaction depends on the individual person’s susceptibility and 
on the species of caterpillar, degree of contact, and type of toxin. Reactions may be especially severe for 
individuals with allergies or sensitive skin. Tough-skinned people may consider stinging caterpillars a mild 
nuisance at best. 

Stinging types - Slug Caterpillars - Family Limacodidae 

Slug caterpillars do not look like your typical caterpillar. The head is hidden within the thorax and the thoracic 
legs are reduced in size. The prologs (fleshy appendages on the abdomen) are modified to sucker-like lobes 
without crochets. Movement is slow, gliding, and slug-like. Most species tend to be solitary feeders, and 
seldom occur in sufficient abundance to cause serious loss of tree foliage.    
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Slug Caterpillar: Saddleback Caterpillar (Sibine stimulea) 

The saddleback is one of the most common slug caterpillars that we receive samples of, sent in from 
landscape managers and arborist. Its distinct spines, body shape, and bright-colored markings make it nearly 

unmistakable, even in the early instars. 

Full-grown caterpillars are big enough to see 
easily and average around one inch in length.  
The anterior and posterior areas of the body are 
dark brown with prominent brown hornlike 
structures that bear numerous spines. The 
middle of the body is brilliant green that is 
actually very eye appealing. The green area has 
a white or cream margin and a large oval to 
oblong dark brown spot in the center, also with 
white margin. The appearance of the dorsal 
side of the caterpillar is that of a saddle and 
blanket. This is where the common name is 
very descriptive.  There are also small rows of 
spines along the lower margin of the green area 

and at the rear of the caterpillar. The spines on the dorsal (topside) of the caterpillar are what most people 
encounter, and cause the stinging sensation. The sting feels like a painful wasp sting. 

The saddleback is generally a solitary feeder, but in the early stage, (instars) larvae may be somewhat 
gregarious (hanging out in groups). The caterpillar occurs on a wide variety of trees, shrubs, and herbaceous 
perennial plants. We have also had reports of them feeding on tropical plants placed outside for the summer. 
We have had reports of them feeding on apple trees, basswood, cherry, dogwood, elm, maple, oak, and plum. 
They are most often found in August through early October. 

The other slug Caterpillar found in Maryland: 

Hag Moth Caterpillar (Phobetron pithecium) 

The hag moth larva looks like a dried, hairy leaf.  It is a 
hairy caterpillar that can cause a stinging sensation in 
humans. The full-grown caterpillar is brown, hairy, and 
about half inch long. Along the body there are nine pairs of 
fleshy lateral processes which bear hidden urticating setae. 
The third, fifth, and seventh pairs of processes are long and 
sometimes twisted. These have been described as 
resembling hair like locks of a hag. Hence, common name- 
hag moth. 

The caterpillar is generally a solitary feeder, and will feed 
on foliage of several trees including apple, ash, birch, 
dogwood, hickory, oak, and willow. It has been collected 
from July into fall, but is usually most common in August and September. The specimens pictured were 
collected from oak in September. 

 



 4

Stinging Flannel Moths - Family Megalopygidae 

Flannel moth caterpillars, like slug caterpillars, do not 
exactly fit the description of the typical lepidopterous 
larva. Most caterpillars have five (5) or less than five (5) 
pair of prologs. This family of Lepidoptera has seven (7) 
pair of prolegs rather than five (or less) pairs common to 
typical caterpillars. Most of the flannel caterpillars are 
clothed with fine, long, silky hairs. There are no 
conspicuous large, threatening, bristle-bearing horns-like 
projections to warn of danger. Concealed within the 
hairy coats are venomous setae capable of producing 
severe reactions if contact is made with exposed skin. 

Larvae of flannel moths feed on a variety of trees and 
shrubs. Young larvae feed gregariously; older larvae are 
often found feeding singly. In most years, populations 
are low and foliage loss minimal. Some species can 
become abundant and cause extensive defoliation of trees. Three species of flannel moths are known to occur 
in the Southeast. Two of these, the puss caterpillar and white flannel moth, are found in Maryland. 

  Puss Caterpillar (Megalopyge opercularis) 

The puss caterpillar looks like a very shaggy dog 
or a Mozart – look. Not your typical looking 
caterpillars. The puss caterpillar (the adult is 
called southern flannel moth) is one of the most 
bothersome stinging caterpillar. Contact may 
produce severe reactions with severe burning of 
the skin. Some people report severe pain. The 
hairs can cause reddened flesh and inflammation. 
Some people develop lesions and swellings on the 
skin exposed to the caterpillars. 

People making contact with the caterpillars report 
pain that persists from one to several hours. In 
some instances, such as occurred with the people 
on Kent Island in 2008, victims have required 
medical attention. The larva is urticating in all 
instars.  Newly molted skins retain stinging 
capabilities. 

The caterpillar is covered with dense fine, long, 
grayish to brown hairs, among which are hidden venomous setae. Hairs peak roof-like over the back and 
taper rearward to form a tail like structure. Hairs along the "ridge" of the back occur in small tufts; on each 
side are small patches of white. The full-grown larva is approximately one inch long, but with its hairy coat, 
appears to be much larger.  

Puss caterpillars feed on foliage of a variety of broadleaf trees and shrubs. In Kent County they are most 
frequently reported feeding on American holly.  Some other common tree hosts are apple, elm, hackberry, 
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maple, oak, pecan, and sycamore. Only one generation occurs in Maryland, with larvae present in August 
through September. The pictures included with this article were sent in late August.   

Giant Silkworms - Family Saturniidae 

Among the members of this family are some of the largest and most impressive and ferocious-looking of our 
native caterpillars. Some species spin large, thick cocoons of silk, thus the name silkworm. Many are 
brightly multicolored and variously armed with conspicuous "horns" and spines.  One species, the Io moth, 
occurs in Maryland. 

Io Moth Caterpillar (Automeris io) 

This caterpillar is a generalist feeder and can 
be found on many herbaceous perennials and 
woody plants in the landscape.  Trees reported 
as hosts include apple, black locust, cherry, 
dogwood, elm, hackberry, hickory, maple, 
oak, sycamore, and willow. The full-grown 
larva is two to three inches long and fairly 
easy to recognize. The head and body are 
yellowish green. The thoracic legs and prolegs 
are very distinctly red. There is a broad white 
line along each side, bordered above by a 
similar reddish line and below by a thinner 
reddish-purple line. Raised tubercles that are 
very ornate, each bearing a whorl of green 
branched spines, occur on each segment along 
the back. 

One generation in Maryland occurs each 
season, with larvae present August-October. 
This caterpillar is much rarer to find in 
Maryland and is only encountered on foliage 
of trees. 

Just be Aware and Cautious 
 
Being educated on what these stinging 
caterpillars look like and avoiding contact 
with bare skin is all you really need to do for 
prevention of caterpillar stings. A customer who has a bad encounter with a stinging caterpillar may want 
you to spray to wipe out these stinging devils, but suggest restraint and just avoid contact. 



 
 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

2008 Chesapeake Green 
Energy 

Conference 
 

November 11, 2008 
7:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 

Howard County Fairgrounds 
 

Conference Sponsors 
 Montgomery College 

Maryland Arborist Association 
Maryland Nursery and Landscape Association 
Maryland Greenhouse Growers’ Association 

University of Maryland Cooperative Extension 
 

Session Topics Include 
• Fuel From Trash 

• Keys to Managing Electrical Energy 
• Solar Panel Systems for Your Business or Greenhouse 

• Wind Power as an Alternative Renewable 
and Clean Energy Source 

• Reducing Energy Costs for Greenhouse Production 
• Going off the Grid 

• Home Grown Solutions Panel 
• Technology for Greenhouse Production 

• Maximizing Mileage from your Vehicles 
also featuring equipment demonstrations 

 
For more information, please visit www.mnlaonline.org or call 410-823-8684.  

Registration materials will be mailed in early October and will also be available online. 
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News Releases 

Emerald Ash Borer Found in Charles County for the First Time 
New Quarantine Expands Restrictions on Ash and Hardwood Firewood, Citizens 
Asked to Help Stop the Beetle  
 
ANNAPOLIS, MD (Sept. 4, 2008) – The Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA)  has confirmed 
a new emerald ash borer (Agrilus planipennis) detection in a wooded area in Charles County just over 
the border from Prince George’s County.  The detection made by MDA field staff on August 15 and confirmed by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture on August 25, is about two miles outside the current Prince George’s County 
eradication zone and about ½ mile from the location where an emerald ash borer was trapped earlier this summer.  This 
find is thought to be related to the initial 2003 introduction of the emerald ash borer to Prince George’s County.  On 
August 26, Agriculture Secretary Roger Richardson expanded the existing Quarantine Order to include all of Charles 
County per federal protocols and to extend a more intensive quarantine area into the northern part of the county. 
 
“We are grateful for the cooperation of homeowners and citizens in Prince George’s County as well as campers and 
anglers around the state to help us contain this destructive pest,” said Agriculture Secretary Roger Richardson. “We are 
working together with our federal, state, and local partners, but we rely upon cooperation from the community to follow 
the quarantine restrictions to report signs of possible infestation. We call upon the residents of Charles County to do the 
same.”  
 
The revised quarantine prohibits anyone from moving ash trees or any hardwood firewood out of Prince George’s and 
Charles counties until further notice.  The protocol to date used in Maryland has been eradication by removal and 
destruction of all ash trees in defined areas followed by on-going surveillance. A scientific panel is discussing the best 
course of action given the new detection in Charles County.    
 
“We are continuing to assess the situation, including sending samples to the USDA to determine the age of the 
infestation, conducting delimiting survey in the area to get a better idea of how widespread it is, and assembling a team 
to work with the USDA Emerald Ash Borer Science Panel and Management Team to determine a course of action,” 
said MDA Plant Protection and Weed Management Program Manager, Carol Holko. 
 
In order to help stop this damaging beetle, homeowners and citizens who live in and travel through Prince George’s and 
Charles counties can help: 
  

• Don’t move firewood – buy it where you burn it.  Hauling firewood is the most common way for damaging 
plant pests to be moved from one area to another.  In addition, the state quarantine prohibits anyone from 
moving hardwood firewood or any other ash tree materials out of Prince George’s or Charles counties.  

 
• Don’t plant ash trees in the southern half of Prince George’s County or northern half of Charles County (refer to 

quarantine or map for specific boundaries).  While people can still legally plant ash trees in other parts of the 
counties, alternate tree species are recommended for residential landscaping.   
 

• Report any signs of the emerald ash borer to the University of Maryland Home and Garden Information Center 
at 1-800-342-2507 or the Maryland Department of Agriculture at 410-841-5920.  

 
The emerald ash borer is an invasive pest from Asia that feeds on and kills ash trees, an important landscaping and 
forest tree, in one to three years after infestation.  An earlier detection of the pest in Prince George’s County was made  
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in August 2006, prompting the issuance of a county-wide quarantine prohibiting the movement of all hardwood 
firewood, ash trees and ash products out of the county.  These affected trees were discovered during survey and 
eradication efforts begun after the detection of the insect in Maryland in 2003, when a Michigan nurseryman illegally 
shipped infested trees to a Prince George’s County nursery. 
 
Since 2003, efforts to eradicate the insect have included the collection and destruction of all trees sent to Maryland from 
the Michigan nurseryman, destruction of all ash trees within a ½ mile radius of the introduction point, and three years of 
surveillance, which detected no additional emerald ash borers until now.   
 
Presence of the emerald ash borer typically goes undetected until trees show symptoms of being infested –  
usually the upper third of a tree will thin and then die back. This is usually followed by a large number of  
shoots or branches arising below the dead portions of the trunk. Other symptoms of infestation include:  
small D-shaped exit holes in the bark where adults have emerged, vertical splits in the bark, and distinct  
serpentine-shaped tunnels beneath the bark in the cambium, where larvae effectively stop food and water 
movement in the tree, starving it to death.   
 
Maryland’s nursery and greenhouse industry accounts for $303 million of the state’s $1.4 billion agriculture  
industry. Ash is the most common tree in Baltimore City with approximately 293,000 trees and accounts for 
about six million trees in Baltimore and surrounding counties.  The U.S. Department of Agriculture has 
estimated that losses could exceed $227.5 million in the Baltimore area alone if the emerald ash borer were 
to become established.  
 
For information about the emerald ash borer quarantine and restrictions within the more intensive or 
“nested” quarantine area, please visit www.mda.state.md.us/plants-pests/eab/current.php or call 410-841-5920. 
 
Additional Emerald Ash Borer Resources: 
Emerald Ash Borer (multistate effort in Michigan, Ohio and Indiana): www.emeraldashborer.info  
Maryland Department of Natural Resources: www.dnr.state.md.us/forests/forester/eab.asp 
USDA APHIS PPQ: http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/ep/eab/ 
Barrenador Verde Esmeralda del Fresno en Español, http://www.entm.purdue.edu/EAB/espanol/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Shady Notes 

 

 

 

 

 
 
IWIF Workers’ Compensation Insurance has specialized in providing workers’ compensation 
insurance to Maryland businesses since 1914. IWIF’s medical management, loss prevention and anti-fraud 
services are currently utilized by one in every five Maryland business, which represents an industry market 
share of approximately 31 percent. As the leading writer of workers’ compensation insurance in Maryland, 
IWIF continues to be a competitive for in the industry, with an array of consumer-driven products and 
services that are available to all Maryland businesses. 
 
IWIF is a fully self-supporting insurance company that operates solely from premium and investment 
income. A nine-member, governor-appointed board of directors oversees the general operations of IWIF. 
The company’s current assets and reserves total approximately $1.6 billion.  
 
For more information or a quote, please call your independent insurance agent or IWIF at 1-800-264-IWIF. 
Or, visit IWIF at www.iwif.com. 
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Welcome to these 
New MAA Members: 
 
Arbor Valley Tree Service 
Richard T. Allen, Jr. 
4724 Eugene Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21206 
410-325-7498 
tlallen2@verizon.net 
www.arborvalleytreeservice.com 
 
 
Arbor Valley Tree Service 
Tracey Allen 
4724 Eugene Avenue 
Baltimore, MD 21206 
410-325-7498 
tlallen2@verizon.net 
www.arborvalleytreeservice.com 
 
 
T R Timberline, Inc. 
Matthew Driver 
901 Moores Mill Road 
Bel Air, MD 21014 
410-420-0544 
Fax:  410-836-8126 
trtimberline@verizon.net 

 
 
Terra Green Independent  
      Consulting Arborists 
Jerry Dieruf 
5402 Fremont Street 
Springfield, VA  22151 
703-354-0350 
Fax:  703-354-0338 
terragreenjcd@aol.com 
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Why I Became an Arborist 
 
My name is Steve Mays Jr, I am 27 years old and I work for Carroll Tree Service in Owings Mills. I am a Maryland 
Licensed tree expert, Maryland certified pesticide applicator and an ISA certified arborist. 
 
 I guess you could say I was born into the industry. My father is one of the owners of Carroll Tree service. At two years 
old there aren’t only the cute baby pictures, but the ones of me on a log truck, on a wood pile or in the chute of a 
chipper.  That in itself hasn’t been why I have made tree work my career.   It started at the age of 12 or 13.  On summer 
break ( again since dad is an owner I got around the age thing) I started my arboriculture career  by fueling up saws, 
raking at the end of the day or doing little things that kept me out of the way but still included.  I was always watching, 
learning, and asking questions, lots and lots of questions.  Well 12 and 13 years old quickly turned into 16 and 17. By 
then I was climbing and doing all kinds of “cool” stuff that none of my buddies were doing. I was always looking 
forward to going into work during the summer and doing the next cool thing that I couldn’t do the year before. 
 
 Meanwhile my buddies were playing musical chairs with their summer jobs as they continued to hate what they were 
doing.   I was actually making decent money for a kid my age and I enjoyed what I was doing.   Then came college and 
trying to find some type of part time job.   I did lots of different things from desk work, retail, driving a truck, running a 
crane (the CDL and crane knowledge I got at Carroll Tree) and lots of others in between.  I was at a point where I had to 
decide what career was right for me.   I always knew I loved tree work; the scary but fun parts of climbing, the 
challenge of figuring out the best way to do a removal when the client has golf course quality grass and we have to cross 
it with a crane, the way a big white oak looks after we get done pruning it, or treating a specimen tree because it is 
stressed, and then seeing it come back to health.   
 
There are so many different aspects of arboriculture to learn and master which makes this a career that will never go 
stagnant.  The variables always change, the clients change, and every day is different in one way or another.  There are 
still standards in the industry I would like to elevate myself to and obstacles to cross every day.   
 
Yes, I was born into this industry, but knowing what I know now, I would do it all over again.   Tree care can be a very 
rewarding and challenging career that will constantly evolve.  Young people looking for an industry that will give 
challenges, goals, rewards, and ever changing experiences should really consider talking with one of the many highly 
qualified tree services in their area.  They are the next generation of arborists that will take our industry to the next level.  
 
Now at 27 years old, lots of those same friends are several years into their careers and already hate their jobs or are still 
job hunting after their college degree was “going to make them rich”.  Well, I may not be rich but I love what I do, I 
earn an honest living, and I have the utmost respect for the tree care industry.   
 
Steve Mays, Jr. 
 
Carroll Tree Service, Inc. 
Advisor, MAA Board 



 11

 
 

 
 
 

The MAA and the MD Department of Natural Resources would like to congratulate the 
following individuals, who passed the Maryland Licensed Tree Expert examination 
Annapolis: 
 
Kenneth Anthony Zuber - Timbertree Service 
Lee Brown –Rtec Tree Care 
Alvin John Phelps - Accubid 
Elizabeth Ann Sigrist - Rummal Klepper & Kahl, Engineering 
Michael Hank - Trees By Hand 
David Marshall Seaver  
James C. Clutter, Jr. - Tree Man Jimi 
Christopher Coates - F. A. Bartlett Tree Experts 
Ian J. Mack - Singer & Mitchel Tree / Tree Preservation 
David Nevill 
 
 

Schedule of Upcoming Maryland DNR Tree Expert Exams  
 

October 22, 2008 
November 12, 2008 
December 10, 2008                   
January 21, 2009 
February 18, 2009 

March 18, 2009 
April 29, 2009 
May 20, 2009 
June 17, 2009 
July 22, 2009 

August 19, 2009 
September 16, 2009              
October 21, 2009         
November 18, 2009 
December 9, 2009 

      
Adopted in 1945, the Maryland Tree Expert Law addresses tree care work done for compensation on private 
or public property in Maryland. The purpose of the law is to provide a layer of consumer protection by 
licensing qualified and insured tree care companies and individuals. Anyone seeking to practice or advertise 
tree care services in the State of Maryland must obtain a license from the Maryland Department of Natural 
Resources.  

 
Who must have a license? 
All tree care professionals practicing in Maryland must obtain a license. Without a license, they may not practice or 
advertise tree removal or tree care services in the state. To obtain a license, the applicant must possess adequate and 
related college education plus one year of experience under a LTE or have five years experience under a Licensed Tree 
Expert (LTE), then have passed the Maryland LTE exam and carry adequate amounts of liability and property damage 
insurance. License must be renewed annually every January. The Forest Service conducts a preparatory course for 
Licensed Tree Expert examinees in May of each year. 

 
All tests are administered at DNR Headquarters, Annapolis, MD 21401. Directions and parking information can be 
found at: http://www.dnr.state.md.us/map.html. Please contact: Ms. Romcesa Estep 410-260-8521 
 
NOTE: You will need to sign in at the front desk in the lobby. Valid photo ID is required for entry.  
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Shady Notes 

 
Nov. 11, 2008  Green Industry Energy Conference 

Location: Howard County Fair Grounds 
Contact: www.mnlaonline.org  or mnacma@aol.com 
 

Nov. 13-15, 2008 TCI EXPO 2008, Milwaukee, WI 

 
Jan 7 – 9, 2009 MANTS – The Masterpiece of Trade Shows 

Location:  Baltimore Convention Center 
Contact:  mantsinc@aol.com or www.mants.com 

 
Jan. 14 – 15, 2009 MD Arborist Association Winter Meeting and Pesticide Recertification 

Location:  Turf Valley Resort and Conference Center 
Contact: 410-321-8082 or www.mdarborist.com 

 
Jan. 15, 2009  ISA Certification Exam 

Location:  Turf Valley Resort and Conference Center 
Contact: 410-321-8082 or www.mdarborist.com 

 

March 19, 2009  MAA Spring Seminar 
Topic:  Harvesting Logs for Wood Mills 
Contact:  director@mdarborist.com or 410-321-8082 

 
April 18, 2009  29th Annual Maryland Arborist Day 

Venue:  To be announced 
Rain date April 25th 
Contact:  director@mdarborist.com or 410-321-8082 

 
June 11, 2009  MAA Spring Pest Walk 

Location:  Rawlings Arboretum and Conservatory, Baltimore 
Contact:  director@mdarborist.com or 410-321-8082 

 

Over the last several weeks, the MAA office and many of our board members have received calls from 
members inquiring about mail they received from the Maryland Society of Licensed Tree Experts 
(MDSLTE).  Apparently there is some confusion.  Some MAA members believe that we have changed our 
name.  To clarify, the Maryland Arborist Association has not changed its name; we still exist as the MAA.  
The MDSLTE is a new organization, with which the MAA is not affiliated.  The MAA continues as is, its 
mission to promote education in the field of arboriculture, to support the success of arborists, to promote the 
importance of tree care, and to provide legislative representation to its members in Annapolis.   
  
If you have any questions about the distinction between the Maryland Arborist Association and the 
MDSLTE, please contact the MAA office at 410-321-8082 or at director@mdarborist.com or contact one of 
the MAA's Officers or Directors, as listed on page 15 in this issue of Shady Notes. 

Calendar of Events 
www.mdarborist.com                 1-888- MD TREES / 410-321-8082         Email: director@mdarborist.com  

Look at what’s  
Happening Now! 



 

 
 

Shady Notes 

Maryland Arborist Association 
 Board of Directors 

July 1, 2008- June 30, 2010 
Executive Committee Members 

 
President 

Nicholas Valentine, nvalentine@lewistree.com  
410-987-4815 

 

President-Elect 
Steve Castrogiovanni, steve@arborcare-inc.com 

301-570-6033 
 

Secretary  
John Davis, jdavis@bartlett.com  

410-526-6655 
 

Treasurer 
   Kevin Mullinary, Kevin.mullinary@davey.com 

410-377-4002 
 

Immediate Past President & Director 
      Damian Varga, spsdamian@juno.com 

410-321-0970 
 

Directors 
Bob Mead, meadtree@meadtree.com  

 301-854-5990 
 

Jeremy Baker, jeremy@antietamtree.com  
301-791-3500 

 
Kirk Floyd, kirk@arborcare-inc.com 

301-570-6033 
 

Advisors 
Scott Bates, sbates@bartlett.com 

703-550-6900 
 

Tom Mayer, tdmayerconsulting@yahoo.com 
410-437-4228 

 
Steve Mays, Jr., mayserjr@gmail.com 

410-998-1100 
 

Rich Godwin, rgodwin@meadtree.com 
301-854-5990 

 

U of MD Liaisons 
   Stanton Gill, sgill@umd.edu 

301-596-9413 
 

Dr. Michael Raupp, mraupp@umd.edu 
301-596-3626 

 

MD Forestry Board Liaison 
Chris Klimas, chris.klimas@davey.com 
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Executive Director 
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Editor’s Choice: Book of the Month  

Submitted by: Thomas Mayer 

Plant Invaders of Mid-Atlantic 
Natural Areas 

 
National Park Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

 
This illustrated handbook, produced by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and National Park Service describes a variety of highly invasive 
plants impacting the mid-Atlantic region’s natural areas. It provides 
identification tips, a few suggested native plant alternatives, and some 
control information for a variety of invasive aquatic and terrestrial 
species in the region. Although the guide is not intended to be a 
complete resource on invasive plants in the mid-Atlantic region, it is 
indispensible for the arborist and horticulturalist practicing in the region.  
 
Swearingen, J., K Reshetilhoff, B. Slattery, and S. Zwicker, 2002. Plant 
Invaders of Mid-Atlantic Natural Areas. National Park Service and U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Washington, D.C.  

OUR MISSION 
The mission of the Maryland Arborist Association, Inc. is to 
promote education in the field of arboriculture, to support the 

success of arboriculture and to promote the importance of tree care.  
The association will provide a forum for the exchange of 

information and will encourage professionalism through the 
collective efforts of the members. 
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Maryland Arborist Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 712 
Brooklandville, MD  21022 
www.mdarborist.com 

We are made wise not by the recollection of our past, but by the responsibility for 
our future.  ~George Bernard Shaw 


